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Dear Member of the School Employees Health Care Board'

we write to express our sincere concern over the "ffo{1o impose a mandatory health care

plan on all public education emptoyees'in il; state of Onio' if'" organizations that make

uo rhe Hands off our Hearth care coltiii#i"po""nt thousands of education emproyees

that will be direc.y affected by your.dJin"otioi,r. we opposed the. provisions of HB 66

that created this board and directed it io oe"isn a statewiJe hearth insurance prarr with the

intent of imposing 
"''t 

;. ali scnoot districts and their employees'

Youhaveacceptedacha| lengingandcontroversia|assignment.Whi lewe.havenodoubt
that the members "it# S"r'o*otE*ptoi"*;i -:{[tCare-Board have only the best

intentions, the members we represent want no part of a mandatory statewide health

insurance Plan'

Developments since HB 66 became law have only increased our concerns about this

p*"*ti. We are Jeeply troubled by several events:

1, The failure by the governor, senate President' and speaker of'the,House to appoint

rhe members of this Board i" Ii*lri i"rniol in, accordance with the [aw' thus

depriving the eo;'A of the legal authority to do its work;

2. The usurpation by the Taft.adminiStration of the.authority granted'to this Board by

givins " ""-lia'J,..tiart t. w;[ili,vt;tt.*tsultanis to d;sisn this health care plan

- a contract that was to nuu" nl*n awarded by this Board after its own

consideration of the matter;

3. The complete avoidance of any we.ll-designed' independent' and reliable study of

the feasibirity and true costs ofsucrr a marndatea ne'artn care pran, despite the fact

that this was the precise ,*ro-mt"noation of tr,u cou*tnoi'' o*n Blue Ribbon Task

Force on School Funding'

These are matters irr which you, as a recently appointed Board member, certainly have

played no part, Gio*un"teiy, tnese it*u*t i*mdin $etious and outstanding'

At this point in time, there is no reason for any school employee in ohio to believe that this

ptan, which *., in-r*rt"Jin tne orfi qlll P;; tt"1.sroug "f .Pgl-]=l?rs 
with virtuallv no

public debate o, oii.ui"ion, will ueLfficient or protectirre treann and wetl-being of

thernselves or their families'
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Now that this Board is seated, we urge you to carefulty c,onsider these matters and take

steps to ensure tr',i ." t"nJutory pf""i* io"*O on Ohio's teachers and other personnel

without proper study and consideration. ii.1"V "nO their families' and the children whom

they serue, now ask You for Your hetP'

Sincerely,  -  - . --L^-  ̂ -^^-r-ar in^c
Hands Off Our Health Care Coalition member organizations

T* Ei-;',-. (t)clru'A E. 5*#'M

Tim Burga, Legislative Director
Ohio AFL-ClO

#4#r4
Johrr Lyall, 1st Vice President
AFSCME Ohio Council I

Mark Hatch, Director of Public Poliry &

Public Affairs
OAPSE

/14^o/M- {i0.,*- P-fr-*

William E' $iegiferth, President
Akron Edu cation Association

Golumbus Education Association

Dave Patton, President
Onio Cont"rence American Association of

University Ptofessors

Tom MooneY, Preside nt /

Ohio Federation of Teachers

V**fu\"^
Dave Regan, President
SEIU District 1199
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Rhonda JohnFon, President


